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Allure and disgust at Firehouse

Exhibit at the F|rehouse Gallery explores modern medicine

BAILEY CUMMINGS | The Vermont Cynic:
Artist Linda E. Jones displays her art for an audience. The exhibit, “Medicine & Mortality,” opened last
week in the Firehouse Gallery downtown.

By Julia Wejchert
Asst. Arts Editor

What appears to be flesh
hangs on the wall with metal
contraptions stuck through it. In
the opposite room, real stitches
from a head wound are used as
materials.

The scene described is not
one from an old school horror
movie, but rather the “Medicine
& Mortality” exhibit at the Fire-
house Gallery.

In the tradition of Mary Shel-
ley, local artists depict medicine
through the lens of something
almost supernatural.

The artwork of Linda E.
Jones, Sasanqua Link and Na-
thaniel Price displayed in the new
exhibit all explore the dichotomy
of allure and disgust presented
by modern medicine.

Chris Thompson, the cura-
tor of the exhibit, observed this
common theme between Jones’s
and Price’s works and, with ad-
dition of Link’s, put the exhibit
together.

“I immediately felt slightly
repulsed,” Thompson said of
his first impression of Jones’s
artwork, “but it was also sort of
beautiful.”

All the work of all three artists
have strong emotional aspects.

Jones incorporates medical
objects such as stitches, X-rays
and CT scans that came from
members of her family and uses
them as the basis of her pieces of
artwork.

For Jones, working with such
materials has been cathartic.

“It has to do with my mother
and sentiment and transferring
the material that has been so

intimate with my family,” Jones
said.

Nathaniel Price, who used to
be a resident at Fletcher Allen
Hospital, fuses his medical and
artistic  sensibilities, exploring
the connections between them.

“I think that one of the hopes
is to be able to communicate
some kind of story, “ Price said.
“[As] much as we use the body to
experience the world, I use the
body as a vehicle to tell a narra-
tive.”

Sasanqua Link, originally
trained as a jeweler and metal-
smith, creates pieces using wax
and metal, forming what appear
to be body parts and medical ap-
paratuses, respectively.

“There’s this push and pull
of preserving something physi-
cal and trying to reference some-
thing eternal,” Link said.

Contrasting the organic na-
ture of the subject of the body
is the focus on the advances in
medical technology that the ex-
hibit examines.

“There’s definitely some-
thing culturally underneath
this,” Thompson said. “We have
a culture that’s simultaneously
obsessed with health care, and at
the same time we have a sort of
repulsion. I love that tension and
sort of ambiguity.”

The subject is not one that has
clear black-and-white boundar-
ies, and the exhibit attempts to
examine the gray area.

“I'm glad that they’re bringing
in something a little more con-
troversial,” Burlington resident
Caitlin Ettenvorough said. “It’s
going to raise a lot of questions
about how we read medicine.”

Film revisits RFK rippling hope in apartheid

New York professors create documentary to spark activist thought

By Dan Suder
Staff Writer

In 1966, an intense apartheid
drew Robert F. Kennedy to visit
South Africa. That trip is the basis
for the new documentary “RFK in
the Land of Apartheid: A Ripple
of Hope,” which was screened at
the Vermont International Film
Festival on Oct. 31.

Tami Gold and Larry Shore,
professors at Hunter College in
New York, created the film that
follows Kennedy as he tours South
African universities, churches
and slums.

Kennedy’s trip opened his
eyes to civil rights injustices and
he began to speak up against the

U.S.’s support for the white South
African government and for the
abolition of racism in South Af-
rica and the United States alike.

Kennedy’s words inspired
Larry Shore when Shore was just
a middle school student.

“It was just a moment in ju-
nior high,” Shore said. “Just a
moment — but a significant mo-
ment.”

Decades later, Shore met
Gold and was able to document a
trip many Americans know little
about.

“RFK” certainly succeeds in
educating audiences about Ken-
nedy’s trip and its long reaching
impact on both countries, which
can still be seen today.

For Gold, the trip raises ques-
tions about what could have
been. Kennedy was assassinated
almost exactly two years after his
trip, during his run for president.
The film offers a perspective on
how his liberal, charismatic per-
sonality could have translated to
a successful presidency.

“There are questions about
what Kennedy would have be-
come,” Gold said. “He would
most likely have won the presi-
dency, but how would that have
changed the world?”

In the film, Gold alludes to
the fact that Kennedy would have
created a different country from
the one that emerged under Nix-
on, but part of the change would

have come from the people.

Huge numbers of people,
white and black, attended Kenne-
dy’s South African rallies, and his
charisma shines through in the
highlighted clips in the movie.

“It’s hard to get Americans
interested in international poli-
tics, but Kennedy really managed
to connect the situation in South
Africa to the one in America,”
local cook Robert McKay said.
“But activism then was different
from today’s. It was a mass so-
cial movement that could change
things, not a ‘Join this Facebook
group,” ‘give money to this orga-
nization’ type of activism like we
see today.”

Kennedy changed the way

many Americans viewed apart-
heid and anti-communist move-
ments, and the documentary
strives to do the same.

With well thought-out inter-
views and interesting footage,
the film succeeds in bringing the
issues back to the forefront and
creating a medium for thought.

A native of South Africa, local
teacher and activist Mashobane
Moruthanu agrees.

“People at home who see it
will continue to have hope. You
need to free yourself before you
can practice freedom,” Morutha-
nu said.

| came here because of my deep interest and affection for a land settled by the Dutch in the mid-17th century, then taken over by the British, and at last
independent; a land in which the native inhabitants were at first subdued, but relations with whom remain a problem to this day; a land which defined itself
on a hostile frontier; a land which has tamed rich natural resources through the energetic application of modern technology; a land which once imported
slaves, and now must struggle to wipe out the last traces of that former bondage. | refer, of course, to the United States of America.

—- Robert F. Kennedy

“Day of,_élmrmation " Speech to the University of Cape Town, June 6, 1966
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